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8 InTRODUCTION to the RE ADE RA. 


Friend, 
F thou art not one of thoſe, 
who think that none but odd 
1 Fellows pore over Oriental 
Manuſcripts; and that the Mat- 
ter contain'd in the ſaid Manu- 
ſcipts is, to the full, as odd as thoſe 
who ſtudy it, thou wilt not, per- 
haps, be diſpleaſed with the fol 
-AS * wine 


lowing F ragment; ; which was 4Y 
tranſmitted to me from France, as 
a very great Curioſity, by a 


Member of the — Royal. 


Thou muſt, however, accept 
the Tranſlation on the fame | 
Terms that I did the Original, 

which is in Arabic; that is to ſay, 
without a Key to the Characters 
or Facts it treats of; Hiſtory 
not affording us the leaſt Aſſiſ- 

| tance to gueſs at either; It begins 

| abruptly, after the . following 


Manner. 
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Ly he Hog of Noob was mot | 
more ſenſual, ke s Peacock more 
gaudy, or Salomons Horſe more 
proud, no Fox was more ſubtle, #F 
no Wolf more voracious, no Dog 
more fawning, no Hare more 
timorous, and no Cat more deſpe- 
: rate; 
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rate: To ſay then that God had 


given the Sultan into ſuch Hands, 
Vas to ſay, that he had, in a man- 

ner, forſaken him, and that the 
very Dedjeal himſelf had already 
mark'd him out for his Prey. 


The principal Point this Monſ- 
ter of a Vizier had in view, was 
to perpetuate his ill got Power; 
and the Means he uſed for that 

End, was to enfeeble and op- 
preſs the People, whom he fear d, 
and cajole his Maſter, whom be 
deſpiſed; in both which wicked > 
—_ he was but too ſucceſs- = 


= The Power and Avia he 
was poſſeſs d of, ſoon enabled 
him to compaſs the firft ; but 
more Time and Addreſs were 


* for the laſt; The Na- 
mieses 


(6). 


ſelves divided into two Tribes, 


Aſſes and Drivers: And, not pd 


1 ing been uſed to the Whip o 


the Load, not only complain d — 
the Impoſitions they felt, but 
ſtruggled hard to remove them, 


There was yet about the Sul- 


tan one Man, of the Race of 


Als Ebn Azra, who ſcorn'd the 
Vizier, as much as he loved his 


Sovereign; who ſeem'd to be left 
as an Example to the Great, of 


all the Virtues they ought to imi- 
tate: Fond of Fame, but more 

of Virtue: Loyal, but not for 

Reward : Free in the Delivery 
of Truth, but gentle in the Man- 
ner: Modeſt in defending him- 
ſelf, reſolute in the Defence of 


atherd - Not void of human F rail- 


| * but not too proud to ac- 
knowledge 


tions under his Rod found them- 
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knowledge them : | India of 


Flattery, tho to oblige the Wo- 
man he lov'd, or temporize with 
the Prince he reverd: Of ſuch 
_ exemplary Honour, that no Con- 
| fideration, tho' of Life itſelf, was 
of any Weight in the Scale againſt 
it. In a Word, he was in all 
things the Reverſe of the Vizier: 
and therefore, till he was un- 
done, the Vizier never thought 


himſelf late. 


Nor was this A of 
his without Foundation ; for 
when he had left the Sultan, 
ſelt-ſatisfy'd as a God, believing 
all his Affairs to be in the moſt 
flouriſhing State, his Government 
eſtabliſh'd, his People happy, his 
Enemies ſubmiſſive, and his Glory. 
at the full; the plain-dealing 4ch- 
© | met, from Time to Time, broke 
_ the | 


the Bubble, with a ſingle Blaſt, 
and manifeſted to him, that 
When the Waters were covered 
with the moſt Froth, __ were 
ever the moſt troubled: | 


To rid the Court of this "wil 5 
gerous Nuſance, and render it all 
of a Piece, was now become the 
Vizir's favourite Point; and in 
order thereto, many a pathetic 
Remonſtrance, many a warm 
Complaint, and many an inſidious 
Pretence did he urge to the Sul- 
tan: But ſo clear was Achmet's 
Innocence, fo acknowledged his 
Virtue, that all the Traitor's Ar- 
tifices recoibd upon himſelf, and 
he half trembled for fear what he 
projected for the ruin of his Ene. 
my, ſhould haſten his on. 


= ___ 0 at length, that 1 


£690. 


certain of. the Sultan's Allies, 


taking Advantage of the Weak« 


neſs and Wickedneſs of his cor- 


rupt Vizier's Adminiſtration, in- 
vaded his Frontiers, plunder'd 
his Towns, and led his Subjects 
into Captivity : Provok'd with 
which Indignities, all the Nations 
under his Command, as with 
one Voice importun'd the Prince 
for Vengeance, and to be led forth 
in Arms, againſt the Enemy. But 
ſo unwilling was the Vizier 


| to part with any of the Public 
| Treaſure for any noble Pur- 
poſe; ſo conſcious of his Inabi- 
lity to conduct a War; and fo 
fearful that new Demands on the 


People would occaſion an Enqui- 


1 2 into the Application of the 


| ſhuitered, that he artfully ſtay d 


of the Rupture for ſeveral Years : 


meanly ſoliciting the the Mercy 


1 of 
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the . on one hand, and 
artfully - promiting his Fellow- 


Subjects Redreſs on the other. 


But, notwithſtanding his fair 
Promiſes, no Symptom of any 
ſuch thing appearing, and the 


Tempers of the People, by a 


long Series of Injuries, being 
work'd up to a dangerous Fer- 
ment, Acbmet, as uſual, took Ad- 
vantage of the Criſis, to lay the 
whole Truth before the Sultan, 
who, aſtoniſh'd to find that his 
Subjects had ſo deeply ſuffer d, 
that his own Honour had 5 


long been at ſtake, and that ſo 
little Dependance was to be pla- 


ced on the trifling Negotiations 
of his Vizier, not only reſolved 


that very Inſtant to declare War, 
but offered to nominate to the 


chief Command, whatever Ge- 
neral 


1 0 un) 
9 100 his faithful Achmet » though 
proper to recommend. 


| Arbmet did not fail to improve 
the Opportunity; and having 
pauſed a few Minutes, Lord of 
my Life, ſaid he, there is a Sol- 
dier, long ſince laid aſide by the 
Vizier, for ſpeaking, as a Soldier 
ſhould, Truth, and deny'd the 
Preferment due to his Valour and 
1 Virtue; I mean O/z- the Aga. 
There never yet was Danger 
which he durſt not face, nor Fraud 
that he would not detect, nor 
Vice that he would not oppoſe : 
His Sword is his Advocate; his 
Services bear witneſs of his 
Worth, and the Records of our 
Scribes, will be his Memorial. 
He, were I worthy to adviſe, 
3 Aſhould go forth as thy Shadow, 
do chaſtiſe Licentiouſneſs, reſtore 
Diſcipline, awake Valour, at. 
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chieve Glory, and 00 Deſert. . 


Thy Slaves will find him now 


in the Field, toiling with his 


own victorious Hands; thought. 


leſs of Ambition, but diſpoſed to 


receive thy ſublime Beheſts, 


with a Veneration next to that 


he offers up-to 233 


Be it fo, rep Jlied the Saltan, 
He is my Flea! Let him know, 
I why both my Glory and 


Vengeance to his Charge. But 
lay thy Hard on thy Mouth, 


+ Ad This Reſolution I chal- 
lenge as my own, nor will I 

permit my Vizier to oppoſe it: 
As, therefore, thou regardeſt thy 
own Honour, or my Friend- 


ſhip, keep the Secret inviolably. 


This * did not fail to 
promiſe with the utmoſt Ear- 
neſtneſs, 


3 
„ 


(13) 
: neſtneſs, and withdrew 3 | 
ted with his Commiſſion; tho? 
not ſo much becauſe it was a 
Proof of his Credit and Power 
with his Lord; as that the brave 
O/myn would, at laſt, find himſelf 
in a Capacity to employ his great 
Abilities to avenge the Inſults ſo 
long offer d to his Country. 


It was one of the ſtanding Ar- 
tifices of the Vizier, to We, 
his Maſter with his Spies; 
vvhich he was fo ſucceſsful, that 
the Sultan had no Retirement ſo 
ſecret, but his Intelligence found 
him out; nor was any Corner of 
his Seraglio ſo ſacred, but his 
Emiſſaries had means to make 
themſelves acquainted with all 
that was tranſacted there; ; he 
had even bribed the reigning Sul- 
tana into his Intereſt, and fur- 
| _ niſh'd 


5 t. 14 ) 

niſh'd her with Inſtructions, which 
| the was often to practiſe, in the 
very Moment when Love and 
Fondneſs render'd her Influence 


moſt irreſiſtable. 


Tis no Wonder, therefore, that 
he was inſtantly inform'd of this 


Cabinet- Conference between the 


Sultan and Achmet; or of the ap- 


parent Satisfaction which was vi- 
ſible in the Eyes of the laſt, when 
he took his leave : But, tho' he 
received Intimation of the Con- 
ference, he remained in total 
Ignorance, as to the Subjet-Mat- 


ter on which it turn'd: Not a 


Whiſper had been heard, not a 
Syllable had been dropp'd, not 


a Hint had eſcap'd; all was dark 


and impenetrable as Midnight ; 
and, as the Guilty are ever in 


Terror, the VI izier Was like one 
of 
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of the Damm d, till he had diſco- 


verd the Secret: In which, ne- 


vertheleſs, he met with almoſt 
unſurmountable Difficulties, ſince 


the Sultana herſelf was not only 
left in the dark; but when ſhe 


try'd her uſual Arts, Flatteries, 
Endearments, Reſentments, Sul- 
lenneſſes, Tears, Faintings, to 
worm out the Truth, had the 


Mortification to meet with no- 
thing but downright Refuſals, at- 


tended with Frowns and Re- 
 bukes. 5 


A Prince is to his Court, what 


the Sun is to the Firmament: If 1 
he ſhines, every Object is gilded : 
if clouded, all is gloomy. The 


Reſentment of the Sultan, the 


Vexation of his fair Favourite, 
and the Apprehenſions of his Vi- 
zier, had given an Air of Diſ- 


traction 


a 0 Ig 


(16) 


long at a loſs to gueſs the Cauſe. 


zier, by manifeſting a Genius 


for Intrigue, ſcarce inferior to his 
ovvn; and who had beſide made 


it appear, that he was Body and 
Soul at his Devotion. 
did the miſerable Vizier pour 
forth his Diſcontent, rather to 
unboſom, than with any hope 
of having it remov'd; and was 
therefore aſtoniſhed to hear him, 


on the contrary, undertake, witk- 


out the leaſt Heſitation, to ſur- 


mount all Obſtacles, and procure 


him ſpeedy Relief at the Peril 


of his Head. My Lord, ſaid he, 
I am but Juſt returned from viſit- | 


. 


traftion to almoſt every Face, nor 
could the dulleſt Obſerver be 


| There vas then at Court a 
young Man named Þrahim, who 
had endear'd himſelf to the Vi- 


To him 


8 W 7 — %\ . 5g — 2 ” > : : ” ek . * 4 \ 8 E r = 2 > * 4 , — 5 £ "QA ERS "# - 0 
7 „nn 4 : e. „ — . SO — =." Rn 7 2 2 1 . : n 4 4 ” — t a 
Sg x 8 . 8 e a NT Lee. RL Is 5 ge 8 Pp; SD > n IT 8 Te 1 5 — N VE: ve he LPT „ I - AA BOM bo DR EL . 
5 N 3 ww ** og 5 OOTY G N =” _— Ob Ty 3 d * = R 1 FAG. SEEN * 180- PTR EL Std? i dS i ng 28 * l > ge Cn, Tm Leen x n __— "Ma >, 3 * - . - - 3 
n * 2 & r i. — p 0 5 „ . | : e © ng” For. _ 7 Sa 3 2 a og , 00 . L 2» 8 NS — * a; LOS. = - FEES; - Ws 3 n r 2 5 Xx ** 2 8 s Y £ 
c. WEE LI Eno ER as LPS / oC Poe a U ⁵kU AR ,, IE A nog UE EPS ] w f re ORE I Ione Le ... TC ENS a WS, 


— * 6 © „ = o o 
Lane FANS 2 F 1 
F = by 5 NS” * 3 8 8 * _ - - 


„% FR 
ing Fitima, the iluftrious V Widow | 
| of Kara Ebn Iſhmael; ſhe loves 
 Achmet, and is tenderly beloved 
by him: As Chance made him 
acquainted with her Beauties in 
the Life of her late Lord, ſhe" 
has permitted him to ſee her un- 
 yeid ever ſince his Death: Be- 
. fide, their Nuptials being near at 
hand, ſhe makes no Secret of 
her Paſſ on for him; and as Ach. 
met, ſince his Sede Con ference | 
with the Sultan, has ſent Letters 
and Excuſes, when he was expec- 
ted in Perſon, ſhe has expreſs d 
ber Chagrin for the Diſappoint- 
ment openly: An Incident of 
this Nature happen d While 1 
= was preſent, and 1 could eafily 
= perceive, that her Reſentment 
was not without ſome Mixture 
of the Wormwood of Jealouſy : 
From which ſlight Hint, my 
8 ,, WW . Lord, 


; . 


. C4 18 'H | Ns 
5 bord.” ex pect to have all vou 5 
I Wiſhes anſwer” d. ; 


© Prabim then wol his Have 
i the Vizier, and return'd to Fa- 
tima, whom he found diſpatching 

a Billet to Ahmet, to infiſt on his 
immediate Preſence, in order to 
clear up his late unprecedented 4 
Behaviour. If, faid he entering, 1 
fair Lady, your Thoughts are upon | 
your abſent Lover; or you are 

. diſpoſed to command his Atten- 
dance, your Meſſenger muſt be 
diſpatch'd to the Houſe of O/- 
n the Aga. The Hours he 
ſhould enjoy with you, he waſtes 
there; I ſaw him this Moment 
ſlip in at the Poſtern, as one who 
cared not to be diſcovered; and 
tho' *tis probable his Viſits may 
be innocent, tis poſſible they may 
be otherwiſe. If the F amily of 


7 


?,, 4 [I 
| dene, are above Solicitation; or 
if the Remembrance of your ſupe- 
rior Attractions ſecures him from 
any faſting Infidelity, tis poſlible 
he may, for a Moment, forget 
himſelf in the Arms of ſome be- 
witching Slave, whom he may 
intend to part with, as cheaply 
as he won. I ſay, tis poſſible, 
that even Achmer, for a Moment, 
may be thus ſeducd; and *tis 
neceſſary you ſhould be deli- 
ver d from the Suſpicion : Oblige 
him then to lay open the Secret 
of theſe myſterious Viſits to the 
bottom *Tis a Satisfaction you 
may demand of him, and which 


he ca nnot refuſe. | 


Jedi lent a greedy Ear to 

this Advice; it favour'd the Paſ- 

fion that was then uppermoſt 

in her Heart, and which ſhe was 
— re- 


(200 8 
Tefolv'd, at all Hazards, ſhould 


be indulged. Glad, therefore, that 
ſhe had receiv d ſome Intelligence 
on which to ground her Suſpi- 
cions, ſhe waited with ungo- 
vernable Impatience for the Ar- 
rival of Achmet, which was al, : 
moſt the Moment Ibrahim took 
his Leave; and they were no 
ſooner Alone, but ſhe opend her 
whole Heart, and that in the im- 
perious Stile of provok'd Beauty, 
conſcious it may command, and 


b to be N d. 


Ahmet, was than ck 
with this unexpected Trial; but, 
nevertheleſs, defended f 
like a Man of Senſe, Spirit, and 
Honour: Firſt by witty Eva- 
ſions, Raillery, and Humour; 
then by general Aſſertions of 
his Innocence, and the moſt ar- 

dent 


dent Exp — of vel 

Affection, and e Fi. 
delity; But all this proving but 

Oil to the Fire, and Fatima ſtill 
inſiſting peremptorily on being 
ſatisfy d to the minuteſt Point, 
he = urg d, that what the 
was ſo curious to know Was a 
State-Secret communicated un- 
der the Seal of the Cabinet; re. 


monſtrated the Sultan's parti. 


cular Command, and that his own m 


Honour was pledg'd for his 


Obedience and Integrity. ---- And 


what, ſays ſhe, my Lord, do ] 
deſerve to be made your Wife, 
and not to be truſted with what 
every Court-Spy will be Maſter 

of To-morrow, as well as you? 
----No, no, this is a poor, thin 

Pretence to evade the Truth, 
and put a Stop to my Enquiries. 

But J am not ſo cally deceiv'd; 
- 


ws 
| and either reſolve to comply, or 
to ſee me no more. At theſe 


Words ſhe roſe haſtily from of 


the Sofz, and made towards the 
Door with ſuch an Air, as left 


no room to doubt ſhe was in 


earneſt. This was a Sight the 
infatuated Achmet could not 


bear: He follow'd her with Pre- 


Epitation, hung upon her Robe, 
and having ina manner forced her | 


back to the Sofa, gazed upon 


her for ſome Minutes in pro- 
found Silence; during which 
Time his Heart was torn with 
Agonies inexpreſſible. 
Love gain d the Aſcendancy, 
and Fatimas Triumph was com- 
plete. Achmet pour'd the fatal 
Secret into the Boſom of his Be- 
loved; made a Merit of the 
Confidence he had placed in her; 
and only conjured her not to 
forget 


At laſt, 


55 ies 
forget that he bad entruſted her 
both with his Life and Honour. 
_ Fatima, on the other hand, was ſo 

overjoy'd with her Conqueſt, 
that ſhe taſted almoſt. as much, 
Pleaſure from her Pride as her 
Love; and became ſo liberal of her 


Acknowled gments, that Achmet 


had ſcarce Power to perceive his 


own Weakneſs, or regret his In- 
fidelity. 


In this Temper on each ſide 
they parted, and the next Morn- 

ing, Ibrahim, who was impa- 
tient to know the Succeſs of his 
Artifice, paid another Viſit to 

Fatima, who receiv'd him with 
that peculiar Air of Satisfaction, 
which breaks out involuntarily, 
when the Boſom ſwells with 
pleaſing Paſſions, which it pants 
to communicate. Yrabim inſtant- 


ly 


pay” 
ly perceivd it, 2 did not fail 
to oh her in the right Vein. 


| It was not enough that ſhe had 


carried her Point, and ſubdued 
the Virtue of ſo conſiderable a 


Man as Ahmet; the Glory of 
it was ſtill behind, and 5 
Vun, ſhe perſuaded berſelf, for 
his paft Information, had a ſort. 
of right to participate in the 
Succeſs. He needed only then 


to open the Channel, and the 
Stream follow'd: The dreaded, 
coveted, miſchievous Secret couk# 


now be contain'd no longer, 


and *twas hard to determine 
whether the Hearer or Relater 
enjoy'd it moſt, ; 


[ Ibrahim having now. carried 
his darling Point, made his Viſit 


as ſhort as poſſible, and poſted to 
the Vizier, who gave him inſtant 


= 


0 25 'E 
Aeon e his News, 
and witneſs'd ſuch a malignant 
Joy on that Occaſion, as it may 
be ſuppos'd the Dedſeal feels on 
a Survey of the Damn'd. J1bra- 
Vim, ſaid he, thou haſt made me 
happy; ; I ſhall now triumph 
over this Fellow and his Virtue ; 
The Empire will henceforward 
be wholly at my Mercy, and 
thou ſhalt commagd thy own Kor 
ward, 


He then made the beſt of his 1 


way to the Seraglio, and being 
admitted to the Sultan; May 
the Days of my Lord, ſaid he, 
endure as long as the Sun, and 
may his Glory be eternal. Here 
are the Seals of thy ſublime 
Authority, with the Cuſtody of 
. Which 


N 
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| which "IR haſt fo long ho- 
nour'd thy faithful Slave. Per- 
mit me now to refign them 
. at thy Footſtool, and let 
the ſhort Reſidue of a Life, 
Worn out in thy Service, be 

ſpent in Prayers for thy perpe- 
tual Felicity. Thou haſt thought 
proper to withdraw thy Con- 
fidence from me, withdraw al- - 
fo thy Power! Achmet has thy 
Heart, let him alſo wield thy 
Scepter. But let me beſeech 
thy ſublime Highneſs not to 
truſt him too ie The Se- 
crets of thy Empire are too 
mighty for him; even the In- 
tentions of thy Goodneſs in fa- 
vour of Oſmyn the Aga have PF 
already eſcap'd him; they are 
become the Talk of the Sol- 
fiery, and the very: Merchants 
can: 


1 

cCanvaſs the Conſequences over © 
their Kop. I ſpeak this from 

a Heart full of Zeal for thy 
Service, not in Envy of Ach- 
mes deſtin d Greatnefs. - All 
this while the Sultan diſcove- 
red the higheſt Aſtoniſhment, 
mix'd with Concern and In- 
dignation ; ; and when the Vi- 
zier had ended, remain'd for 4 
while in a profound Silence; 
after Which, like one who, 
from a State of Per plexity, 
had brought his Reflections to 
an Iſſue; Withdraw, Behemoth, 
ſaid he to the Vizier, beſos 
the Sun ſets thou ſhalt know _ 
my Pleaſure. . The Vizier with 
a profound Reverence obey'd, 
MF and the Sultan immediately diſ- 
= patch'd one of his Pages to 
1 e „ D 2 _ order 


. 4 28 y 
order Achmet to come into his 
Preſence that Moment. © ann 


Achmet was then at the Feet 
of his charming Widow, diſ- 
ſolv'd in Raptures, for her hav- 
ing, in Ackgowledgment of 
his late Sacrifice, conſented that 
the Morrow ſhould be their 

Wedding- Day: But, on receiv- 
ing the Sultan's Command, took, 
as he thought, a ſhort Fare- 

well, and haſten'd to obey it. 


Being come to the Seraglio, 
he und the Sultan alone; 
who thus fignifted his Plea- 
ſure. Behemoth is thy Enemy, | 
Achmet; I, therefore, am not 
prone to give him Credit, when 6 | 

be 


f 0 en 8 
33 brings Complatnts/ — 
thee; nor could prevail on my 
ſelf to condemn thee without 
a Hearing. I aſk'd thy Ad- 
vice preferable to his, and fol- 
 low'd it; but enjoin'd thee not 
to let the Secret eſcape thee: 
He ſays thou haſt; and adds ſuch 
_ Particulars, as would: ſtagger any 
Man leſs attach'd to thee. than I. 
Is it true? I will be determined 
by thy own Voice; for I am till 
_ confident thou canſt not lye. 
 Achmet, covered with Confuſion, 
continued filent-----My Friend, 
continues the Sultan, do not give 
me the Pain of doubting a Mo- 
ment. -O Fatima! cries out 
the unfortunate Arhmer, and faint- 
ed away. But ſoon recovering 
himſelf, and being out of Coun- 
tenance, at his Want of Firmneſs 
when 


e 


when he needed it ſo a res 
collected all that was brave 
about him, and then went on; 
Lord of my Life, I will not 
pretend to extenuate, what can 
neither be concealed or excu- 
ſed. I have truſted a Woman 
with my Honour, who, it ap- 
pears, had none of her own. 
The Secret is out, and I am 
undone.-—Another Pauſe of Si: 
lence enſued-— The Sultan look-. 
ed to be the Image of Sor- 
row, and Achmet of Deſpair, * 
At laſt the Sultan clos'd the 2 

Scene with theſe Words: Ab. 
met, I am not only forry for FF 

thee but the whole kind; fince | 

thou haſt deceiv'd me, I have 
loft all Confidence, and from 

henceforward will be governed _ 7 

by Intereſt always, by Incl 7 

nation 


- 


9 TELL 
nation never. - The Aga Ofmyn 
I will, however, employ on 
thy Recommendation; fince, I 
am well perſuaded, his Virtue 
deſerved it; nor will I ever 
| ſhock him with the Remem- 
brance of thy Indiſcretion.---A- 
dieu, Achmer, we have each of 
us loft a Friend, which. neither 
can ever regain. At theſe 
Words the Monarch roſe, and 
Achmet, having kiſs'd the "Hem | 
of his "Rabe, . left his Preſence, 
in a Situation of Mind, to be 
imagin'd, * but not to 
be deſcrib d. 


When he found himſelf at 
home, he threw himſelf on the 
firſt Sofa he met with, ſtunn'd 
with the Misfortune that had 


be» 


1 (39 5 2 
. befel him, and, for the preſent, 
| incapable». of Reflection; his 
Servants ſpread the Table, and 
he fat down to it as uſual, 
but with the Mien of one who 
- ſlept with his Eyes open; 'in 
the Poſſeſſion, but without the 
Uſe of his Senſes. In this 
dreadful manner he paſs'd the 
reſt of the Day, and when 
Night came on, it brought with 
it neither Comfort nor Repoſe. 
With the Dawn his intellectual 
Faculties return'd : The Pro- 
miſe he had ſo long ſolicited, 
and which he had receiv'd with 
ſuch Raptures from Fatima, 
ruſh'd into his Mind, and, rou- 
ſing him from his Trance, = 
once diſplay'd before his View 
a Scene of Wretchedneſs, that 
ſeem'd to have neither Bound 
2 | nor 
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nor End. What Was e 


his Paradiſe, was now become | 


his Hill. Both Fatima and him- 
ſelf he conſider'd as fallen An- 
gels, that Grace could not 


reach, that Penitence could not 


X fave He had forfeited his 


Honour ;. ſhe had betray'd her 


Love. But to think of her 


Was Horror; to be wedded 
to her Madneſs; and in his 


| own Heart no Reſource - of 
Comfort was left : It was an 


empty, uſeleſs Cask, from whence 
the Twin-Jewels, Honour and 


Content, were ſtolen. 


— 


Such was the deplorable Si- 


tuation of the unfortunate Ah. 
net; Wh. le Fatima, on the other 
hand, had flept like the Fa- 
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_ of. Providence, in the 


Arms of Tranquility, and 
ſaluted the Morning . when ſhe 
roſe, as the Harbinger of Hap- 


pineſs ; Love and chmet took 
up all her Thoughts; ſhe dreſs'd, 


he lau gh'd, the: ſummon'd her 
F e to ſhare in her Good 


F ortune, ſhe thought the Mo- 
ments, inſtead of being wing d, 


had leaden Feet, and wanton- 
ly chid them to make more haſte. 
away. 


The appointed Hour at laſt 
i rf The Circle was form'd 
all bright, all beautiful : The 
Bride in the midſt diftinguiſh'd 


like the Morning Star, by ſu- 


perior Luſtre. Nothing now 
Was wanting but Achmet, and 
every 


w | tara Wag 
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„ 
every haſty F — * d ts 
promiſe bis Arrival. 


; But; - behold, in his ſtead, 


when Expectation was almoſt 


fick with longing, a Meſſenger 
enters, and who, having preſen- 
ted a Billet to Fatima, vaniſh'd 


in ſuch haſte, as ſeem'd to indi- 


cate an Anſwer Was no Part of 


| his Commiſſion: 


w * 
% 


At this wn i 
the Bride s Countenance fell 
at once, her Breaſt heav d, her 
Colour went and came, her 
Hand trembled, a cold Sweat 
ſtood upon her Brow ; and, 
having with her Eye ran haſ⸗ 
fly. over the fatal Letter, ſhe 
* _ 


| 
| 
'# 
4 
if 
f 
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Scene was now wholly loſt 
a general Confuſion ; Part © 
.Bride's fair Friends receiv'd 
ber in their and us“ 


their beſt Endeavours to recall 
ber wandring Spirits; While the 
reſt, with irreſiſtible Curioſity, 

- examin'd the Lines which had 
Power to effect fo ſudden and 
0 fad a Change. 
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Contents of which were as fol- 
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To the SULTA 
HO' 1 ſurvivd my Ho- 
nour, I could not the juſt 
| Reſentment which follow'd- the 
Loſs. of it. My Innocence 
was then my Glory, and, 
on the Strength of that, I 
one Day hoped to convince 
thee, how juſtly the People 


— of Behemoth; how 
deeply thou art injur d by his 
infamous Adminiſtration, and 
from what diſintereſted Motives 
1 oppoſed 5 | 
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Tho! Behemoth, 1 know; will 
find matter of T tiumph | in my 
Death, and, perhaps, endeavour 


my Grave, 1 neither crave thy 
Royal ProteRion from his Tn: 
ſults, nor Umbrage for my Me- 
mory: Poſterity is impartial, 
and will do Juſtice to us both - 
But if ever I have found Fa- 
vour in thy Si ut, if ever 5 
prov'd my ſelf in Heart devo. 
ted. to thee, beware thy ſelf 
of his pernicious Counſels! 
Tis the Advice that, living, 1 
always gave thee: Tis the Ad- 
ice that, dying, I "—_— 
EP +7 i thee. 


| to ſet a Mark of Infamy on 
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half ſo much to be dreaded, 


as 2 falſe Fr 


P- 1 , 


py, thy Reign glorious, thy 


End ſerene 
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as uſual, 


t of ſhielding the 
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Committed one Treſpaſs, 
and puniſh'd it with my 
o Hand, (how happy had 
it been for thy Country, if 
thou had'ſt done the ſame by 
; ine ? 3. but hadſt thou as 
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many Lives as there are Mo- 
ments in a Vear, and were 
to forfeit chem | 


a * 8988 . e 


down thy: laſt, - A Sins are ex- 
piated ? As thou haſt but 


one Life then to forfeit, alas 
for Pity, thou wilt ſay, per- 
haps, that in this Caſe, Juſtice 
is bankruf pt, and cannot ſa- 
tisfy ſuch an Infinity of 
Claims; and thou wilt  fay 
true. But if thou haſt 

leaſt Particle of ' Honeſty 1 
maining, thou wilt offer a 
Compoſition, at leaſt, and 
agree to pay, as far as thou | 


art able. 225 Hiſtory yall. then . 


have 


| ave ſome- 

7 

| 

8 

— | 
JT e thy y Friend; but fp flat. 
Y terers never adviſed thee half 
8 ſo honeſtly; ; and tho it has 
. | hitherto been my Glory, that 
2 we never yet trod in the fame _ 


Path, tis now my earneſt Re. 
, 8 thou would'ſt fol 
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